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B S JOHNSON. almost as
choleric but not yet quite
so large as the eighteenth
ccntury Johnson, but shar-
ing some of his attitndes
and some of his prejudices,
{not, however, Toryism.
Pity about that) is not
everybody’s favourite kind
of person.

He is not the favourite of
certain publishers who resent
belng told they are parasitical
louts.

He 1s not the favourite of
certain literati, who have
paraded their ignorance be-

fore him and been rebuked.
There are publicans who will
certainly not tolerate his
presence.
1 recadl being with Johnson at
a ILcmryBK)ny al the Martini
New Zealand
Hvuse some three years ago.
"1 that your friend. B. S,
Johnson ? * " inquired an in-
cattious htaa.y edilor, author
of a recent, less than rave notice
of the latest B. S. novel
. 7 Pardon me,” [ said. " There
is a man [ must see at the other
end of the roony.”

“ Wait 2 minute.” said John-
son, pouncing on r.hc unfortunate
literary "1 know you,
Yuure the silly . . . who wrote
Hmt <mp|ld review of my

moront like you couldn't rea
® m}z ticket. v d

two, T might are now

ure best of friends. sdd.
the dlplomatLtt sug-
E(:\&? a drink after the perty in

a pub necoss the road. He has o
in and tonic, 1 a gliss of wine.
pey for the round. i compluin
quictly to John:on about the

qua.mv of the wine and the price

Johnson, irate, )§= on the

counter and demunds his money
back. This declined. he

5
inquizes :
with you? Why didn't you

pared o be assaiited by total
It ts unwise, 1 My experience,
the of

angers
of drinkin
with BSJ !
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and international film festivals.
~1 have never missed a dead-
tine in my hfe. 1 know the
||n[)m’L’\nN‘ of writing, and 1
the ypmrianee of getting
h'o«b paid foc Is. Gel that

0
gt

to spend Litne
BSJ w\'u\ou( being prepared for
verbal asowull ol' some uortl pro—

m prcarna. wlnch u.poeu\ lo
have an unse(u.uu effect on cer-

ain peopie.

Hrs wile, Vugmu 1 suppose,
ml.-n more about him wam n;'tyv
one el npre-r‘ suffer

of the surpius Joahnsonian
mzne : M does not suffer

m om0l agEression.

Be is urz(ulmgiy courteous o
her, even to the um of putting

neot references bo her n his
all highly complimentery.

Tt yea.r e pubhshed a book

cortain-

ng dehghl.run{nshl!ul invective
directed at a lady who had an-
noyed him, and trer mother.

Walking-stick

L thought with dismay. it can-
not be thud ey b nt quarrelled.
“Don’t be stupd.” he wd
" You know il lhat h.xpoened
would cut my troal.

Obsessive havits, The choleric
doctor mizde it n practicc to
pang ever tree and fence DON
other things some

The presziat Johnson, walking
the streels, matntains animaicd
f ¢ studying the
y. hands in

pocke

If he breaks pace and stoops
down, there is no need to ask
what has cauglhit hix uttention.

Trade Union
youngsters—
‘no segregation’

A LEADING TOWN hall
workers' union has come out
firmly against special treaiment
for voung people in the trade
anion mmement

A rate orgxmmtion for
the \oung could tend segre-
ﬁ_’xLe them, NALGO has r.o.!d the

Trie local government officers’
union is also against a TUC
youth advisory commiltce along
similar lines to tuose already

establisied for women, nom-
manuai workers and trades
councils,

The TUC is currently lnvltmg
the views of unions on how
stimulate the interest of me

young,
At Congress last year the TUC
General Council was instructed
to re a constitution for an

encouraged to
in union ncﬂnhes as 2 whole,”
NALGO explains its polu:y in its
}uumnl “ Public Serv
Youngsters should be encour-
aged to take branch action office,
membership of district councils
:r;:l n‘m Tt in all union activi-
4 1l

has just rxp‘mlod his
of doned

huge collection aban
Pcr-chm Wuv ?
© A man must have
& houn'

Two workrooms

Johnson, for a Sociaitst. has
& Mealy developed senve of
territoriality.

Hies house 1n Islingt
two  workroon
for the typing out of -rort and
correcting of proofs, the other
higher above, i« delighiiul garrot
suitsbie  for  aliracting  Vhe

conl 1iny
One

1rses.
1 inherited ( flut from Joho-
son once, and his telephone
number. Unatre to tuke it with
him. he atiespled W ve it
abotished aftogether. wipod out,
erased forever [rom the divec

* Why 7

“ Becuuse ib's miy Lletephone
number.” he replicd.
dlines

Johnson writes novels as well
as aRuyone in Enekind. (Authori-
ties: Sumuel Becketl, Margaret

Drabble, Anthony Burgess,
yself.} The latest is mH(-d
chnstxe Malry's Own Doubl

The anarchic hero declares
the novel ought be " nasty.
brutal and sherl.” Wlnch John-
son’s novel might be (as well as
bemg very lunny?, and Johnson

Menuon “ he instructs me,
*that I have published 12 books
fn ten vears. amrt from direct-
ing filns, winning titerary prizes

The gift of the Gaberdine from Jacger.

Relaxed, casual and elegant here on two
talking points in wool worsted gaberdine.
Sclf-belted wrap <Lm in navy or eucalyptus.
Sizes 8 - 16. £13-

Seen hete wi:h cotton shirt style blouse
in white/navy or navy/white.
Sizes 34 - 40. £7-50.

Superbly teilored trousers with turn-
in navy or eucalyptus. Sizes 24 - 28, £14-

Worn with a cashmere sweater in
white, new pale blue, na\ y eucaly’ ptus
blonde, yellow or peach. Sizes 34 -

Scatves from a selection.
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